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Real Heroes from the East Announced
~To be felicitated for exceptional work in promoting the welfare of others~
Mumbai, March 10, 2010:  These are the people who have a story to tell about how their strength, courage and determination kept them going.  In an effort to salute these Real heroes of the nation, IBN18 the No.1 News Network & Reliance Industries Ltd, are proud to announce the Real Heroes from the East zone. These heroes will be awarded for selflessly dedicating their lives towards betterment of the society. The Real Heroes from East zone will be felicitated in the following categories Women Welfare, Social Welfare, Health and Disability, Youth, Education & Children and Sports.
Real Heroes is about ordinary humans who have done extraordinary things and who have gone beyond the realm of personal well being to work for the well being of others in our country.  Saluting the unsung heroes of Independent India, Real Heroes for the year 2010 from the East Zone are-:

· Biro Bala Rabha - Women’s Welfare
Biro's battle began when an exorcist declared her mentally disturbed son possessed and sentenced him to death. Biro who until then was an ordinary housewife, fought for her son’s life and also took on the community in Goalpara district of Assam for branding women as witches and then sentencing them to death. Her campaign across villages resulted in collective action being taken against these barbaric practices. 

· Kantha Singh - Education & Children 

A mechanic in Jharkhand’s East Singhbhum district, he has set up an orphanage with his own meagre resources to provide shelter and succour to children who were left orphans due to polygamy or alcoholism.  
· Naseema Khatoon- Youth 

28 year old Nashima, the daughter of a sex worker from Bihar, formed an organisation Parcham to protect current and former sex workers and their children against police atrocities and also promote education and alternate means of employment for them. 

· Mritunjay Kumar  Tiwary - Sports
A businessman by profession and a true football lover, Mrityunjay Tiwary started a unique experiment with sports and education in Bihar’s Mastichak Village. He offered to pay for the education of girls if their parents allowed them to play football. His efforts have resulted in a number of girls taking up football and some of them even making it as state level players. 

· Dr. Joyce Siromoni - Health and Disability
A gynaecologist by profession, this 80 year old saw and felt the real plight of mentally challenged women. Joyce set up a home for women confined in jails and mental asylums of Kolkata where they are rehabilitated and given vocational training so they can be financially independent
· Dr. Sruti Mohapatra- Health and Disability 
Bhubaneshwar based Sruti Mohapatra is a tireless crusader for the disabled, always at the forefront to secure a rightful place for the physically challenged in society while being restricted to a wheel chair herself Advocacy, networking, inclusive education and information dissemination are her tools.  

These Real Heroes who are working tirelessly, to provide unique solutions for issues impacting the community will be awarded a trophy and a cash prize of Rs.5 lakhs each at Real Heroes Awards ceremony.

Speaking on the initiative, Nita Ambani, President, Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation said, “The Real Heroes epitomize the human spirit of believing in ourselves and how the power of such belief can bring about lasting changes and dignity to the lives of others. With exceptional insights, extraordinary conviction and exemplary quest for service, they have galvanized thousands of people to take on daunting challenges and to turn the seemingly impossible into possible. It is truly inspiring to see how deftly they have combined the power of creativity and compassion to provide a lifeline to many and stimulus to millions. The Real Heroes initiative salutes the power of leadership in making a difference and acknowledges the audacity of these heroes’ imagination and the passionate engagement with their dreams – all geared towards unleashing people’s potential. We are proud to be part of this initiative in association with CNN-IBN, for the third year in a row.”
Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, IBN18 Network added, “I would like to take this opportunity to commend the efforts of these Real Heroes who embody the spirit of selfless dedication to the service of others. These men and women who have been toiling ceaselessly in the cause of others without any expectation of reward or recognition are truly deserving of our heartfelt respect. I salute these Real Heroes and am sure they will serve as a source of inspiration to many others.”
About Network18

Network18 [BSE: 532798,NSE: Network18] is one of India's leading full play media conglomerates with interests in television, print, internet, filmed entertainment, mobile content and allied businesses. Through its holding in Television Eighteen India Ltd (TV18) [BSE: 532299, NSE: TV-18], Network18 operates India’s leading business news television channels, CNBC-TV18 and CNBC Awaaz. It also runs one of India’s largest Internet players - Web18, as well as one of India’s leading real time financial information and news terminals - Newswire18. TV18 has recently expanded into print with Infomedia18, a newly formed entity following the acquisition of Infomedia, India's leading player in the special interest publishing and printing operations space.TV18 has also announced collaboration with Forbes media for the launch of a business magazine in India. Through its holding in ibn18 Broadcast Ltd (ibn18) [BSE: 532800,NSE: ibn18], Network18 operates in the general news and entertainment space with leading general news channels CNN-IBN and IBN7 and has launched IBN Lokmat, a Marathi news channel in partnership with the Lokmat group. ibn18 also operates a joint venture with Viacom, called Viacom18 which houses the MTV, VH1 and Nickelodeon channels in India - as also Studio18, the Group’s filmed entertainment operation and has launched ‘Colors’, a Hindi general entertainment channel. Additionally, Network18 holds the Group’s online & on-air home shopping venture, Homeshop18 and its full spectrum events management venture, E18.
Disclaimer: 

"ibn18 Broadcast Limited is proposing, subject to market conditions and other considerations, an offer of its equity shares on rights basis and has filed a Draft Letter of Offer with the Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI"). The Draft Letter of Offer is available on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in and the website of the Lead Manager at www.icicisecurities.com. Investors should note that investment in equity shares involves a high degree of risk and are requested to refer to the section titled "Risk Factors" of the Draft Letter of Offer for details of the same." 
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