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4 Real Heroes to be honoured in Sports Category
~Heroes recognised for their exemplary work in the field of sports ~
Mumbai, March 10, 2010: Honouring the individuals who seriously dedicated their lives for spreading and promoting sports to bring out a positive change in the society, IBN18 India’s No 1 News Network and Reliance Industries Limited, are proud to announce the Real Heroes in the category of sports. These are the Real Heroes who not only promote sports for healthy lifestyles and goal oriented living, but also embody a human being’s most supreme achievements as they strive against the odds to perform way beyond the existing potential. 
This year four of these common citizens will be recognised as Real Heroes for their extraordinary work in the arena of Sports. 

· Tarnesh Tapan  

A government employee and sports enthusiast, Tarnesh Tapan is a boxing coach for girls in Gwalior. Tarnesh provides gloves, kit and free coaching to these girls on the condition that they give everything they can to the sport. After 10 years of coaching Tarnesh Tapan has produced three National level women boxers and four state champions.

· Aata Oda Naata  

Aata Oda Naata is an NGO that aims at spreading sports awareness among economically backward children. The NGO was formed when  three sports buddies came together. Sheetal Mahendra, Navin Bhargav and Ashwin Shinde were once cricket, handball and baseball players themselves.  They identified young sports enthusiasts in the slums of Bangalore and began training them.  Today, some of these children have made it to the football academy of the Sports Authority of India while others are being trained in athletics 

· Mritunjay Kumar Tiwary 

A businessman by profession and a true football lover, Mritunjay Tiwary started a unique experiment with sports and education in Bihar’s Mastichak Village. He offered to pay for the education of girls if their parents allowed them to play football. His efforts have resulted in a number of girls taking up football and some of them even making it as state level players. 

· Merzaban Patel  

Merzaban Patel from Mumbai is on a mission to hunt the best hockey talent in the country. He then coaches them into world-class players even providing training to the children free of cost despite earning merely Rs. 6000 per month. His finds include Olympians like Adrian D'Souza and Gavin Pereira. 
These Real Heroes who are working tirelessly, to provide unique solutions for issues impacting the community will be awarded a trophy and a cash prize of Rs.5 lakhs each at Real Heroes Awards ceremony.

Speaking on the initiative, Nita Ambani, President, Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation said, “The Real Heroes epitomize the human spirit of believing in ourselves and how the power of such belief can bring about lasting changes and dignity to the lives of others. With exceptional insights, extraordinary conviction and exemplary quest for service, they have galvanized thousands of people to take on daunting challenges and to turn the seemingly impossible into possible. It is truly inspiring to see how deftly they have combined the power of creativity and compassion to provide a lifeline to many and stimulus to millions. The Real Heroes initiative salutes the power of leadership in making a difference and acknowledges the audacity of these heroes’ imagination and the passionate engagement with their dreams – all geared towards unleashing people’s potential. We are proud to be part of this initiative in association with CNN- IBN, for the third year in a row.”
Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, IBN18 Network added, “It gives us great pride to laud the efforts of these unsung heroes who serve as the champions of the common man. We are confident that the Real Heroes movement will continue to grow as these outstanding citizens continue to serve as a shining example to hundreds of others to work together to build a better civil society” 
About Network18

Network18 [BSE: 532798,NSE: Network18] is one of India's leading full play media conglomerates with interests in television, print, internet, filmed entertainment, mobile content and allied businesses. Through its holding in Television Eighteen India Ltd (TV18) [BSE: 532299, NSE: TV-18], Network18 operates India’s leading business news television channels, CNBC-TV18 and CNBC Awaaz. It also runs one of India’s largest Internet players - Web18, as well as one of India’s leading real time financial information and news terminals - Newswire18. TV18 has recently expanded into print with Infomedia18, a newly formed entity following the acquisition of Infomedia, India's leading player in the special interest publishing and printing operations space.TV18 has also announced collaboration with Forbes media for the launch of a business magazine in India. Through its holding in ibn18 Broadcast Ltd (ibn18) [BSE: 532800,NSE: ibn18], Network18 operates in the general news and entertainment space with leading general news channels CNN-IBN and IBN7 and has launched IBN Lokmat, a Marathi news channel in partnership with the Lokmat group. ibn18 also operates a joint venture with Viacom, called Viacom18 which houses the MTV, VH1 and Nickelodeon channels in India - as also Studio18, the Group’s filmed entertainment operation and has launched ‘Colors’, a Hindi general entertainment channel. Additionally, Network18 holds the Group’s online & on-air home shopping venture, Homeshop18 and its full spectrum events management venture, E18.
Disclaimer: 

"ibn18 Broadcast Limited is proposing, subject to market conditions and other considerations, an offer of its equity shares on rights basis and has filed a Draft Letter of Offer with the Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI"). The Draft Letter of Offer is available on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in and the website of the Lead Manager at www.icicisecurities.com. Investors should note that investment in equity shares involves a high degree of risk and are requested to refer to the section titled "Risk Factors" of the Draft Letter of Offer for details of the same." 
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